BICENTENNIAL PRAYER
LECTIO DIVINA ACTIVITY
Lectio divina (sacred reading) is meditation on a sacred text. Here, lectio divina is applied to the
bicentennial prayer, which is itself based on several verses of the New Testament, especially St.
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.
After slowly reading the prayer (see reverse side), the following questions are answered. If this
activity is done in a group, the prayer could be read aloud, and once the questions have been
answered individually, they could be shared in the group.
1. What image(s) or phrase(s) come(s) to mind?

2. What is the significance of the image or phrase?

3. What is the meaning of the prayer as a whole?
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Father of lights [James 1:17],
the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the Gospel [Philippians 1:12]
across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries,
strengthening our Church
from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.
Grant that the nearness of your Son [4:5] may dispel the darkness of our sins,
so that as our love increases more and more [1:9],
we may dare more than ever to fearlessly proclaim the word [1:14].
Holding fast to the word of life,
may we shine like stars in the world [2:15–16].
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
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[New American Bible]
“All good giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights”
(James 1:17)
“I want you to know, brothers, that my situation has turned out rather to advance the gospel”
(Philippians 1:12)
“The Lord is near” (4:5)
“That your love may increase more and more” (1:9)
“So that the majority of brothers of the brothers… dare more than ever to proclaim the word
fearlessly” (1:14)
“Shine like stars in the world as you hold fast to the word of life” (2:15–16)

